
Jan Enkelmann
Photographer

T +44 (0)7811 960 642
jan@enkelmann.co.uk
janenkelmann.com



Jan Enkelmann
Photographer

T +44 (0)7811 960 642
jan@enkelmann.co.uk
janenkelmann.com

The King
British  
cycling legend 
Alf Engers







Alf Engers set his first cycling record in 1959 when
he was just 19 years old. His 25-mile time trial record 
stood at 55 minutes and 11 seconds.

Nineteen years later, Alf did it again, establishing a 
British 25-mile record of 49 minutes and 24 seconds 
in 1978. In doing so, he became the first rider to beat
50 minutes and the first to verage more than 30mph. 
The record stood until the 1990s.

Nicknamed ‘The King’ for his dominance, Alf’s 
career in cycling was never plain sailing. Alf never 
completely saw eye to eye with either The British 
Cycling Federation or Road Time Trials Council.

He frequently clashed with both bodies because  
of his attitudes towards cycling and bike building.  
His style of cycling – near the centre of the road – 
when the roads being used were open to the public 
and not closed annoyed the authorities (how dare he!).

Similarly, Alf and bike builder Alan Shorter were 
among the first to experiment in creating lightweight
bikes, drilling holes into brakes, frames and chain 
wheels – all at a time when challenging the status quo 
was frowned upon.
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Liverpool FC 
Football fans









Jan Enkelmann
Photographer

T +44 (0)7811 960 642
jan@enkelmann.co.uk
janenkelmann.com

Turkish Cymbals
Bosphorus 
cymbal factory
Istanbul



Bosphorus Cymbals is one of the few 
remaining companies in the world that still 
manufacture cymbals in pretty much the 
same way they have been made in Turkey for 
centuries. Today’s big cymbal makers such as 
Zildjian, Paiste or Sabian churn out millions of 
cymbals a year and most of them are, at least 
partly, computer-designed and machine made. 

Not so here, where 15 trained cymbal makers 
create just 200 cymbals per week and each one 
of them is completely handcrafted. Once the 
copper-tin metal mixture has been cast into 
blanks, these are rolled through machines that 
vaguely resemble printing presses, the metal 
sheets are hand-hammered into shape. Finally 
some cymbals are lathed to give them their 
final thickness (others remain un-lathed for a
drier sound and rougher look).

It’s hard to believe that these high-quality 
instrument are made in a shack on the 
outskirts of Istanbul that resembles a medival 
blacksmith’s workshop. What’s even more 
astonishing is the fact that not one of the 
people working here is a musician, let alone  
a drummer.
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Serious Conviction
The people and 
the passion of 
Speakers’ Corner



Although largely neglected by Londoners, 
Speakers’ Corner has been an institution of 
the city for almost 150 years. Most people will 
have heard of this fabled place in Hyde Park 
where the tradition of public oratory is still 
kept alive, yet few have actually visited. Many 
might be surprised to find that it’s still going
today. 

Although Marx, Lenin, George Bernard 
Shaw, George Orwell and many others took 
to the platform here, Speakers’ Corner has 
always been more famous for its assembly of 
eccentrics, fervent preachers and perceived 
nutcases shouting at each other (or no one in 
particular), than for being the origin of great 
manifestos. 

The perception is slightly different
abroad where Speakers’ Corner is held in 
much higher regard and still seen as the 
embodiment of the freedom to speak and 

assemble. You can often find groups of foreign
students who learned about Speakers’ Corner 
in school joining the debates, encouraged by 
their teachers.

No microphones or megaphones are allowed. 
You have to find other w ys to make yourself 
heard above the din of other meetings close by 
and to fend off vociferous hecklers. Violence
is surprisingly rare, but speakers – and they 
are mostly men – have to be prepared to get 
pushed off their ladders when words are no
longer potent enough.

Religion has been debated at Speakers’ Corner 
since the right to meet and speak freely in 
Hyde Park was formally established in 1872. 
Today it’s the dominant topic by far, with 
religious speakers and preachers – mostly 
Muslims, Christians and Jews – drawing the 
biggest crowds and clearly outnumbering the 
political meetings. 
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Making  
Peking Duck 
Chinatown 
London
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To the Races

Horse racing is the second-most popular spectator 
sport after football in England. But, of course, it’s 
much more than a sporting event. Once a year, a lot of 
effort is made and o ten considerable sums of money 
are spent on hats and dresses, hair and make-up. 
Whether you have a seat in the royal enclosure at 
Ascot or are sitting in the grass at the Grand National, 
everyone is hungry for the camera. If not winning a 
prize, then maybe at least you might end up on the 
tabloid pages the next morning.

Rather than visiting the racecourse, I position 
myself at the railway station closest to the event. 
Here, early in the morning, the picture is often less 
than glamorous. I become an observer to racegoers 
struggling with an unreliable rail system, changing 
from trainers into high heels and stocking up on fast 
food and cheap alcohol from pubs and high street 
chain stores. Estranged-looking couples staring at 
their mobile phones. Betting shops. Fake tan. General 
grumpiness. And a dose foul weather to round it all off
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Liverpool
GEO Saison
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Tsukiji
Tokyo’s fish
market
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9 to 5 Dragons
Life in the  
Mekong Delta



It is still possible, just by crossing a river, 
to step into a part of Southeast Asia that 
has largely managed to avoid the tourist 
crowds.

The ‘Nine Dragon river delta’ is a 
fascinating region, slightly off Vietnam’s
main tourist trail, where life revolves 
around water and people appear to be not 
only busier, but also a little bit happier 
than in the rest of the country.
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World Innovation 
Summit for Health
Qatar
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Smoking Chefs
Chinatown 
London







In the noisy bustle of London’s West End, I have 
been looking for sanctuaries of quietness and 
contemplation. I found them in the back alleys  
and doorways of Chinatown.

At night, when the countless restaurants compete 
for tourists and theatregoers, throngs of visitors 
collide with Chinatown’s tight-knit ethnic 
community. By the time the restaurants open, 
some of the kitchen staff h ve already been 
working since early morning. Many of them are 
recent immigrants who speak little more than a 
few words of English. Some will have clocked  
more than 60 hours when the week is over.

They may not always be aware of my presence,  
yet I think of Smoking Chefs as kindred souls.  
I share with them the few minutes it takes to 
smoke a cigarette, condensing this timespan into  
a single image. 

Just like the chefs have established a ritual of 
seeking out the same locations, following the  
same routine to escape the relentless demands of 
their work, I have created my own. Always trailing 
the same path along the streets and alleyways,  
I am capturing quiet moments we can all relate to.
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IPM
Stockholm
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Travel
Around the world

Pondicherry  
India



Marib 
Yemen



Battambang 
Cambodia



Cameron Highlands 
Malaysia



Fes  
Morocco



Fes 
Morocco



Tripoli  
Libya



Havana 
Cuba



Luxor 
Egypt



Cadiz 
Spain



Porto 
Portugal



Lisbon 
Portugal



Casablanca 
Morocco



Tafraoute 
Morocco



Ipoh 
Malaysia



Bucharest 
Romania



Osaka 
Japan



Afyon 
Turkey



Pushkar 
India




